
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99

Moses Sees God on the Mountain

Tear off for easy planning.

CHOOSE YOUR OPTIONS
Each option below is designed to last 10 minutes. The option used to tell the 
Bible story is designated with the Bible image. Always do this option first 
in  your large-group time. Use the chart below to plan the rest of your large-
group time in whatever order fits your needs. Check the options you want to 
use.

Large Group YOU’LL NEED

Choose Your Options Get Your Supplies Planning Notes

 Welcome  

 Praise & Worship 

 Object Lesson 
(provided in kit)

 Game 

group

 Game 

 DVD Drama 

Small Group WHAT GROUPS WILL NEED

Teach the Key Verse anytime during large group.

Preschool Supplies Lower Elementary Supplies Upper Elementary Supplies

ALLERGY ALERT

Key Verse

 The Point 

Large-Group

Lesson

“God is the King over all the earth.” 
—Psalm 47:7

We worship a perfect God.
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Copy this page, and distribute to your leaders.

Moses Sees God on the Mountain
Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99

 
Moses experienced an 
honor too amazing to 
fully grasp. Imagine such 
intimacy with God! Yet 
that’s just what God o!ered 
the world when he sent 
his Son to dwell among us. 
In all of his holiness and 
perfection, Jesus embraces 
us with his intimate 
friendship. A relationship 
with Jesus is an honor…and 
a gift. And we live our faith 
inside out when we share 
that gift with others.

Is there an area of today’s 
culture that you regard 
with more awe than it 
deserves? How can you 
keep things in their proper 
perspective, worshipping 
only our holy God? Pray 
for an intimacy with Jesus, 
asking his guidance as 
you help children discover 
the magnitude of his 
perfection. 

MOSES INTERCEDES
Though angered by the Israelites who continued to disobey him along 
their travels to the Promised Land, God allowed Moses to intercede for 
them. And it was a good thing Moses did—God was inclined to send 
an angel to accompany them in his stead as they continued along their 
dangerous journey (Exodus 33:2-3). But Moses knew they would need 
God’s own presence in order for Israel to become the nation God intended, 
so he requested an audience with God. As a result of Moses’ plea, God 
agreed to once again lead the people of Israel.

MOSES MEETS GOD’S GLORY
In addition, Moses asked that God allow him to actually look upon God’s 
glory, perhaps so that he could o!er the Israelites an eyewitness account 
of God’s presence. Moses’ request was a bold one; imagine how he must 
have felt when God granted his desire! There was one compromise, 
however. God warned Moses that his holiness was so immense, no human 
could actually experience his full glory and power…and survive the 
impact. So God allowed Moses to look upon him only as God retreated, 
concealing his face from Moses in a protective gesture.

GOD’S HOLINESS
Psalm 99 further reveals God’s perfection, focusing on his holiness and 
awesome nature. Just as God was too holy for Moses to look upon, God’s 
holiness is so magnificent that nations should tremble and the earth 
should quake. Even God’s name is holy! In both the Exodus passage and 
Psalm 99, the word name represents more than the label we use to address 
a person. In Hebrew culture, a name often represented the whole of who a 
person was—the core and character of the person. So to know someone’s 
name was to truly know a person—inside and out. How privileged Moses 
was to glimpse our powerful, awesome, and holy God in that way.

LIVING INSIDE OUT
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YOU’LL NEED

Allow 10 minutes

 
Easy Options:

lyrics and motions.

provided on the CD.

Leader Tip

COUNT DOWN
Play one of the countdowns. Have children get with  
their small groups, and get them excited to worship!

GREET
Have small-group leaders greet kids in their groups— 
especially guests.

ANNOUNCE
Make any announcements (including birthdays), and  
collect o!erings.

YOU’LL NEED

Allow 5 minutes

Praise & Worship

Welcome

Exodus 33:12-23; Psalm 99

Moses Sees God on the Mountain
Large-Group

Lesson

4

SING
“Living Inside Out” (Song 1) 

“He’s the King” (Song 2)

“Pray” (1 Thessalonians 5:17) (Song 4)

“God of Great Wonders” (Psalm 77:14) (Song 7)

PRAY
Thank God because he’s holy and perfect, because he loves us in 
spite of our mistakes, and because he’s with us all the time.

MAKE THE CONNECTION
Say: Have you ever heard the phrase “Nobody’s perfect”? 
Well, it’s true—not one of us will ever be perfect here on 
earth. But the great news is that God is perfect and holy in 
every way, and  we worship a perfect God! 
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Allow 10 minutes

YOU’LL NEED

INTRODUCE 
Say: Moses trusted God to help him lead the Israelites to the Promised 
Land, but Moses wanted to know God more fully. He wanted to know 
God’s ways. Listen to what Moses says, and how God answers. Read 
Exodus 33:12-14. Say: Turn to a person sitting next to you and talk about 
somewhere you’d like God to go with you. Allow two minutes.

DISCUSS
Say: Moses wasn’t satisfied with God just going with him. He wanted 
something else. Read Exodus 33:15-18.  Say: 
sitting next to you and talk about what you think God looks like. 
Allow two minutes.

CONTINUE
Say: God agreed to show Moses—but on one condition. Read Exodus 
33:19-23. Say: I have a surprise for you, but you can’t look at it. I’ll walk 
among you for a couple of minutes, twirling a surprise around and 
around so it does a fun trick, but remember—no matter what, like 
Moses, you can’t peek. Ready? Turn the lights out.

WALK
As you move about the room with the Light Wand, walk through groups of 
kids so each feels you near at some point. Twirl the light wand as you walk, 
letting kids hear the noise it makes. Now and then remark “Wow, this is so 
cool!” or “This is really fun!” Return to the front of the room, hide the wand, 
and turn the lights back on. Have kids open their eyes.

DISCUSS IN GROUPS DVD  Perfection Among Us Questions

Cue the question screen for kids to answer each of the following:

among you? 

MAKE THE CONNECTION
Say:  We worship a perfect God who’s so holy, we can’t even look 
him full in the face. The surprise I have for you is fun, but it’s nothing 
like God—I’ll let you see it now. Turn o! the lights and twirl the Light 
Wand so all the kids can see.

 
Prepare Ahead
Before beginning this 
activity, make sure the 
Light Wand is out of sight 
of the kids.

Leader Tip
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Allow 10 minutes

YOU’LL NEED
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INTRODUCE
Say: There are times when we think we have to be perfect at 
something. We need to draw a picture just right, or we need to play a 
game without making a mistake. Trying for perfection is hard to do—
just watch what happens to our friends Bucky and Zook!

WATCH DVD  Sheer Perfection

Sheer Perfection.

DISCUSS IN GROUPS DVD  Sheer Perfection Questions

Cue the question screen for kids to answer each of the following:

MAKE THE CONNECTION
Say: We always try to do the best we can, but we’ll never be perfect. 

 We worship a perfect God—and only God can be perfect. In fact, 
God is so perfect that he’s never done anything wrong! But you know 
what the most amazing thing about God is? He’ll always love us, and 
he’ll always forgive us—no matter how “imperfect” we are.


